Fairy Tales ha.e not eacaped tM cnanging times.
Some have been mised to ,,,fleel tOday·, values. In Dr.
Gardner's Mod,,", Fllry T.les (19n~ t~e Cinderella story doe. not end with marriage to the handsome prince. In· stead, the ~eroi"", tells ~im, "I no lOnger wish to marry you WII' re ditlerem kinds 01 people and Interested in d,fterent Ih'ngs. I don"! think we'd be very happy hying togelher lor lhe rest ot ott. lives."
Socialization
The c ataly", lor moeh 01 the C!>ilng, has been the real· Ization Ihat the .torie5 chlldliin read and hear are part of the ~Iall.ation process_they reinforce concepls arK! beh",· 101$. Janice Gibson 11S961. professo r 01 ed ucational and de· .elop mental PS1choiogy al the Univers ity of PiliSb urOh, say . fai ry tales do more than enle rla in. Their heroes and hero ines leach impo rta nt lesso ns and M I p children unde r· stand tne wo rl d. This prOCe SS Is not new. Balore the Bratn· ers Grimm and Hans Chrisllan Andersen recorded their 181"5 in th .. 19th ""ntury. itinerant European slorytellel$ wandemd the count ry5id~ teaching th" good wln~ ove.evil with the narration ot Hansel andGIQ~I"1i eliminat;on 01 the evil witch (Gibson. 1986) .
Wit~ tM realization that chlldren"1i literature i5 a .. It at parl 01 sociatizallon Cam<! an examinatIon of what children leilrn at an early educational leYeI through lairy tales.
Scholars began pointing out hidden messages that Pf"SO!nt socialization problema. Among the Objection. WIlre the messages about cultural and economic value •• a. _ II as se.·role slereot1ping.
Cu ltura l and Economic Values
The c ult ural and eco nomic values dep icted in fairy tales leave serious flaws In the quality of lile most pa renl s desi re fo r their offspring. For e.amp le, lies go unpun ished , e~n rewarded -as In "Ru mplesti li sKin:· The poor falher's (unt rutl1i about his daughte.'s spinning abil ities becomes lhe means for both the father Ind daughter's wealth. In tile "PI"Incen and the Pea." barely ~ldd en messag<!s 01 snobbery....:t blue-bloodedness underlie I he p.rince"1i search lor "real " royalty. Seventeenth ~ntury French lalry tales IeinlOf<:<td elitism with d~acrlption$ of fine clol hes. beautitul. and handsome nobillly.
Se. Roles
Sex role5, sharply detlned In lalry tales. are unrealistic and 01 anolher era ..... gglii55l ... ness or the ability to solve problems i" not a ch araclerlstlc attrli)uted to "!.Iood" fe· males: rather, the l&IU are full of wicked stepmothers. iea l· o u' . Isiers and evil wllches. Ma les. on I he other hand. are us ually co urageou s, ad.e nt urOU9 and powe rlu l. Jack of The Imparlance of boo ks as pot~nllat socl,lIZlng agents has DHn attested to by numerous researchers. Tta· ditionillly, llIe li eld 01 education is considered one 01 lillie chanoe -the place wh ere the phrase "bul we·ve always done It that way l" was txlrn. Cha nges in c hild ren·s literature. howe'e r. defy that reputation. The concem s of educato rs. pare nlS and researChers atxlut the soc ializati on process broughl cMng,,' In Ihe contents of ch il dre n's $Iorle. and tne manr>e. In which lhey a.e taught.
Ching .. In Chil dren·, L1l o .. ture " M ot~er Goose" became "F ather Gand.r'· w~en DouglU Lar<:he created The Equal Rhyme. Am ... dmenl (19M). L.trehe Idenlllied "",,·bias in nursery rhymeS and reo wrote them with Inclusive messages. In his nol '$Oo$lng. &Ong ""$,on, In$l~-.I ot Miss Multet hyst"rlcatly running " aw...,. from the spider who sat (Iown bes,de her;-Ms. Mullel o:Iemonwat" her Int~l1igence by pUlling the spider back Into the garden. thus to balance the e<:ologlc al e""lronment Or. Rlla Weim er is an assistant pro testor o r c urrlcu· lum and In struction at Kansas State Univers it y in Manh attan, Kans as.
by catchi ng insects. (Flthe< G.ode< NurSiry Rhymes: The Eq",,1 Rhymes Amendment, t985l .
Anothe< cI18/'10e In cI1l1dr"n"S IIlerature occumxt when educators di1lCOY<!red "Johnny Couldn·t Read. Gardner's Mod,,", Fllry T.les (19n~ t~e Cinderella story doe. not end with marriage to the handsome prince. In· stead, the ~eroi"", tells ~im, "I no lOnger wish to marry you WII' re ditlerem kinds 01 people and Interested in d,fterent Ih'ngs. I don"! think we'd be very happy hying togelher lor lhe rest ot ott. lives."
Socialization
Cu ltura l and Economic Values
Se. Roles
Sex role5, sharply detlned In lalry tales. are unrealistic and 01 anolher era ..... gglii55l ... ness or the ability to solve problems i" not a ch araclerlstlc attrli)uted to "!.Iood" fe· males: rather, the l&IU are full of wicked stepmothers. iea l· o u' . Isiers and evil wllches. Ma les. on I he other hand. are us ually co urageou s, ad.e nt urOU9 and powe rlu l. Jack of ,,. ,,. ,,.
In !\!Isponso to this and otl\l. statistical studies, pub· lishef3 h_ aimed for more balance In male-Iamale orlen--tation (Bosmajlan, GarSlllng, Nilson , and Sianley, 19171, Usts 01lit8rsture that present wome<> snd men In <>O<'I'Hxist roles ere now available.
Fa iry talu, MOwa...er, are stil i used extensively in the ir pre -20th ce nt ury lorm s. B runo B"ttelnelm (t 97~), p$ycM Ie>-gist and educator, (Xlnt~nd$ that a dea l r;lb ls, oomp lex lea rn· ing ta~es place when ch il dren relld Ihem.
Fairy lain are worlls ola rl whi ch are tul ly co mprehan. sible to th e c hild . The c hi ld wi ll extract d ifferent meaning Irom th e same fai' Y lale, depe ndl ng on hlslher inlereSlS and noods of the moment. When given Ihe c hance, helshe will ' eturn to the same l ale when helshe Is readl ng 10 en la'ge o n o ld meanings. 8acausa lhe talry ta le wil l co nll nue to be us&d, so me educatof5 hava cMngEKl thalr apPl'Oach 10 laachlng th em, Insteoo 01 teachin\! "happily 8>a, after" story·lI<>es, one ap. proach is to use • lesson plan to elici t Ihe children's r&-spon ..... to ~clionabte hHSden mesllgoes The plan is adaptable to several ag.e levelS, uses definitions tor dealing with contempPfary concepl ., and can be. pattern tor study· ing numerouS pieCH o. literature. Dli\(:usslon pointers (DPs) are suggestlone Ind can be varied according to the parllclpants_ One or _r~ class periods may be used. ThI! follow ing lesson plan Is offere-d as an e~ .... ple. It deals with fi ... values: prejudice, ellt,sm, materialism, sex,sm, and racism_ S.mple l elSon Plan: Sexism, R.cI, m,.nd Other "18 ..... ~ Hidden Meso.ages In Chlld.en'. 8t",ie.
OBJECTIVE: To teach ""nlelp..,t, !O 1001< put the story -I I"",,, of ..,y story o. book Ind begin to examine t he vat· ues consciously or unconsciously PfO/ected. The concepts to be discussed ~ preludlce, eml$m, MI,I..." racism, _ mate.ialism/classlsm. RATIONALE: InltlaUng discussions 01 f .... mat lairy tates stimuretn, wide ran~ 01 awareness and Inlerest.
MATERIAlS: 1, Pnnt vorsion of "The Prlncell and the l'9a.-2. Int l'Od uctory commen t s for leache r. 3_ DiilC ussion po lnlers. 4, Blac k ooa rd and cha lk or newsp rln l and magic mar kers.
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1 Teache. <eads and prepa'es in ad.ance. 2 . Assign pe.son in the g<oup to read "The Prine," and the Pea" aloud, Then pass it around so everyone un study the illustrations.
3_
While it isbeing passed, starl air_flowing discus· slon_ Aim to introduce concepts ot pnt)udlce, elitism, sex· Ism •• scism, and materialism/ctasslsm thfOU\!h ""rtiel· pants' comments On stOfY. Use ChalkDOald or oewsp~nt 10' writ,ng concepts""" definitions.
4 . "The Princess and the Pe;I-can be fOllOWed by dis· cussion ot other tamitiar tales_ 5. Given time """ participants Inctlnatlon, anat~ sociely's institulions tor the .alues they eneou .. oe and <ewart!. DP: Money, skin color, beauty, sports, educat,on . 3_ 0: Ar. the would-be princesses matertaliitic? DP: Materialism pl_" a higher value on rlCIles and posSoessiOM thM 00 people.
In the story, it seems all the )'OUng women wi Sh to marry a prince , Is tnat natural? 000" that happen tOday? 4, 0: Is the story .exlst, and why? DP: Sexism is any attitud e, ac tio n o r In stlt UllOna l st ruct ure that subordi nates a person o r group beca use 01 " tlleir M~ I"sub· means "Iowerl· a : I. anyone subordl,,"!e in tile story? A" l omt peo. pit su bot-di""tn In . 5. a: 1, lh' f lory racisl ? DP: ~..,I.m Is a ny att il ude, action or In $tllulI0n,1 s tructure that subordinates a pe rs on or group because of (co lor) or eth nic backg ro und . In the USA, racism II White people thinking th e~ are s uper ior and ha. lng the P'l"'er 10 s ubordinate peop le of othe r naliona/We, by keeping them from 000d Jobs. hous ing, ed ucation, hea lth care, etc .
0 : II a book make s chlld'e n oth " th~n Wh itt leel pu t down, I.n out, Or hurl in any way, is it rac ist? Does thi s I tOfY
